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Sample Independent listening task 1 — Coconuts

Examiner rubric
Give the candidate some blank notepaper.
You’re going to hear a short talk about coconuts. You will hear the talk twice. As you listen, write down some notes about what you hear, if you want to. Then, I will ask you six questions on some facts about ants. Are you ready?
Play the task. The task will play twice.
Now I will ask you six questions. You only need to answer in a few words.

Audio script

Listening Exercise: Coconuts

Coconuts are large, round fruits that grow on coconut palm trees. These trees grow in tropical countries near the sea, such as the Philippines, Indonesia, India, and Sri Lanka. A coconut is usually about 20 to 30 centimeters long and can weigh up to 2.5 kilograms.

Coconuts are very useful. People use the water inside to drink. The white part, called coconut meat, can be eaten or used to make oil. Coconut oil is used for cooking, in beauty products, and even in soap. The hard shell can be used to make bowls, buttons, and decorations.

Coconuts are also important for trade. Many tropical countries grow and export coconuts. Every year, the world exports over 60 million tons of coconuts and coconut products. The Philippines and Indonesia are two of the biggest exporters.

Coconuts grow well in hot, wet places with lots of sunlight. They need sandy soil and plenty of rain. Because they are so useful and grow in many places, coconuts are one of the most important tropical fruits in the world.
Questions and answers
If the candidate asks, the examiner may repeat the questions once.

	
	
	

	1. Where do coconuts grow?
	Coconuts grow in tropical countries near the sea.

	2. How big is a coconut?
	A coconut is usually 20 to 30 centimeters long.

	3. How much can a coconut weigh?
	A coconut can weigh up to 2.5 kilograms.

	4. What is coconut oil used for?
	Coconut oil is used for cooking, beauty products, and soap.

	5. How many tons of coconuts are exported each year?
	Over 60 million tons of coconuts are exported each year.

	6. What kind of soil do coconut trees need?
	Coconut trees need sandy soil.



