Task 1 the talk is about pros and cons of teaching about religion in schools and help to
to mitigate stereotypes and misconceptions that can lead to intolerance

Or similar answer

Task 2

1. Teaching religion can prevent teasing and bullying based on religious differences.
It can help to understanding different cultures and religions.
It provides students with knowledge about its historical, political, societal, and cultural
impacts.

4. However, there are risks associated with teaching religion in schools, where
inappropriate religious can alienate students of different faiths.

Many argue that parents should have the primary say in religious teachings

6. Critics argue that time spent on religious education could detract from essential
academic.

7. Make a distinction between promoting a particular religion and educating about various
religions objectively.

8. The debate over religion in schools often extends to legal battles, with concerns about
violating the separation of church and state and ensuring religious neutrality in public
education.

9. It essential when designing curriculum materials and teaching about religion, to avoid
inadvertently favoring or excluding certain religious perspectives.

10. Teaching about religion can also promote critical thinking skills

How many points did you make?

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

Tapescript

A debate that has been going back and forth is building up, and that is about to what extent
should religion be taught about in school, does it need to be taught more, or should it not
even be talked about at all? Some that teachers are promoting religions to children, trying to
convert them or convince them against their tenets and principals, and are taking it to the



courtroom. Others argue that it is absolutely necessary that people have the right to learn
about other beliefs and values to be able to comprehend diversity.

Starting with one point of view, there are many reasons why religion needs to be talked
about in the school building. One main reason is that with knowledge, comes
understanding. In an article from FaithStreet, readers are told that by evidence from
surveys, Americans are “ignorant” when it comes to religion and know barely anything
about other practices. This leads to stereotyping and misunderstanding about what people
believe in, which is a major problem that can be avoided by learning. To continue, studies
show that teasing and bullying people about their religion starts at young ages around
kindergarten, which is not acceptable at all. For these reasons, it is said to be essential for
students to learn about as many religions as possible.

Furthermore, experts from Education Week remind us that it is 2016, and our student body
is more diverse than ever before. Since people aren’t grasping the beauty of that reality,
religion is at the root of hate crimes. As a result of this, it is that classes have the
opportunity to talk about and to understand different cultures and beliefs. With basic
knowledge, they will have a better idea of religion's impact on “history, politics, society, and
culture,” tells Anthony Jackson on Education Week.

On the other hand, there are many dangers of putting a sensitive topic such as religion in
the schools’ hands. In a story from the Washington Post, a Jewish woman by the name of
Linda K. Wertheimer tells about her negative experience, which took place when she was in
the fourth grade. She makes public that one day, the school hired a woman to tell the class
about how Jesus could solve their problems, and that Jesus loves them. After their parents
spoke up, Wertheimer and her brother were “banished by our classroom teachers,”
(Washington Post). This was an inadmissible experience because it promoted something
that only the Christian parents want their children to be exposed to.

To elaborate, many people of all religions agree that it should be up to the students' parents
what is taught to their children at school, and what is not. An anonymous opinion was
posted that stated, “It shouldn't be a requirement for having religion in school. It should be a
choice for religion to be a requirement. The students should a choice. Also their parents
should also have a choice” (Debate). Various others say no to these lessons because they
do not want their children to spend their limited math, reading, and studying time discussing
a topic irrelevant to the school environment.

In conclusion, there are positive and negative outcomes of teaching about different religions
in schools. There are facts that state that the outcome can improve society, knowledge, and



character. However, others argue that the outcome can have the opposite effect, leaving
students and parents hurt, angry, or violated. Ask yourself the question, should religion be
talked and taught about in school?



