ISE I

Sample Independent listening task 1 — Chopin

Examiner rubric
Give the candidate some blank notepaper.
You’re going to hear a short talk about  Chopin. You will hear the talk twice. As you listen, write down some notes about what you hear, if you want to. Then, I will ask you six questions on some facts about ants. Are you ready?
Play the task. The task will play twice.
Now I will ask you six questions. You only need to answer in a few words.

Audio script
Frédéric Chopin was a famous composer and pianist. He was born on March 1, 1810, in a small village in Poland. Chopin showed great talent at a young age. He started learning music when he was only six years old. His father gave him his first piano lessons. Later, he studied music at the Warsaw Conservatory.
Chopin became very famous for his piano music. Some of his best works include the Nocturnes, Preludes, and Polonaises. Many people love his music because it is full of emotion and beauty.
Chopin’s family supported his love for music. His mother also played the piano, and his sisters enjoyed music too. When he was 20 years old, Chopin left Poland and moved to France. He spent most of his life in Paris, where he gave concerts and taught piano.
Chopin had poor health for many years. Sadly, he died in Paris on October 17, 1849. Today, he is remembered as one of the greatest composers for the piano.

Questions and answers

If the candidate asks, the examiner may repeat the questions once.

	
	
	

	1. Where was Chopin born?
	Chopin was born in Poland.

	2. At what age did Chopin start learning music?
	He started learning music at the age of six.

	3. Where did Chopin study music?
	He studied at the Warsaw Conservatory.

	4. Name one of Chopin’s best works.
	One of his best works is the Nocturnes/Preludes,/ Polonaises

	5. Who supported Chopin’s love of music?
	His family supported (him because his father and mother played music, and his sisters enjoyed music too.)

	6. Where and when did Chopin die?
	Chopin died in Paris on October 17, 1849.
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